Dear (Housing Staffer),
I am writing to urge Senator (___________) to sign onto a “Dear Colleague” letter being circulated by Senators Jack Reed (D-RI), Olympia Snowe (R-ME), and Charles Schumer (D-NY) in support of funding HUD’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants at $2.4 billion in FY 2011.  A copy of the letter is attached.

We greatly appreciate your commitment to ending homelessness and thank you for reauthorizing the McKinney program last year.  The HEARTH Act provides (COMMUNITY) with new resources for homelessness prevention and re-housing assistance.  However, without a funding level of $2.4 billion to implement the new program, (COMMUNITY) will get less funding for new projects in FY 2011.
(Include data to demonstrate the success of local McKinney-funded programs.)

Please let me know when would be a good time to follow up with you.  I look forward to Senator (_________)’s support on this critical issue.

Sincerely,

